
Thomas Stefan
December 2, 1928 - April 2, 2022

Thomas (Tom) Stefan, 93, of North Belle Vernon, passed away on Saturday,
April 2, 2022. A son of the late John and Susan Staryarsky Stefan, he was
born on December 2, 1928 in North Belle Vernon. Tom enlisted in the Army
before the Korean War. He was an accomplished trombone player and
assigned to the Second Army Band at Fort Meade, MD. The band covered 7
states. At that time, the disembarkment point for the Korean War was
California and soldiers were shipped out by train. One of the Second Army’s
jobs was to play for the departing soldiers. One of the songs they played was
“California Here I Come”. This song was not usually received fondly by the
troops going into harm’s way. Tom remembers them cursing at the band,
spitting at them, and hurling objects. After the war, he had the privilege of
playing with the Tommy Dorsey Orchestra as a fill in trombonist. While in the
Army, Tom noticed a lot of bad haircuts. He thought how hard could that be, so
he tried to give a haircut to one of the other Second Army Band members. It
was pretty good and Tom turned out to be the unofficial barber for the Second
Army Band. It was a moment that ended up serving him well, because that
ended up being his chosen profession, a barber. Tom got out of the Army in
1952. He worked at several different jobs until 1954, but was never good at
working for someone else. He fell back on his experience in the Army cutting
his band mates’ hair and got his barber’s license. He opened Stefan’s barber
shop in Donora in 1954. Tom also was an entrepreneur and operated several
different businesses over the years. In 1964, he started the Continental Bar



which was a shot and beer bar which served hardworking steelworkers. In
1978, he started Continental Catering. The business did well and he had the
pleasure of providing several young men and women with their first job.
Demand for catering fell off when the mills shutdown. In 1990, he returned to
being a barber again, cutting hair until he was 91, charging $1.00 for a haircut
and $11.00 for philosophy. He had his ups and downs, but had a life well lived.
Survivors include his wife of over 70 years, Dorothy Stefan, two sons and
daughters-in-law, Jeffrey and Tracy Stefan and Gregory and Clare Stefan, and
six grandchildren. In addition to his parents, he was predeceased in death by
his brother, John and his granddaughter, Erika. A funeral liturgy will be
celebrated in his honor at Saint Mary’s Byzantine Catholic Church of the
Assumption, 125 McKee Avenue, Monessen, PA 15062 on Saturday, April 9,
2022 at 10 A.M. with Rev. Stephen J. Wahal as celebrant. Arrangements have
been entrusted to the Ferguson Funeral Home and Crematory, Inc., 700
Broad Avenue, Belle Vernon. 724-929-5300. www.FergusonFuneralHomeand
Crematory.com.
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Dieter Soltis - April 09, 2022 at 01:40 PM

Remembering Uncle Tom fondly
 The measure of a life well-lived is not in how

much money one has or what possessions
they have accumulated, but rather through
the lives they touched. 

 Uncle Tom touched all of ours
 You kids are in our thoughts

 Sending love to Aunt Dorothy & family.
 Love

 4Ds
  

Dieter Danica Dylan Drew

Randy Galvan - April 08, 2022 at 06:27 AM

Sat in his chair many times getting my crewcut & later on tended the
bar in the Continental. Always a friendly word and a pleasure to
have known him. Dorothy & Jeffery you have my heartfelt sympathy,
Randy

Paul/Evelyn Sedlak - April 06, 2022 at 07:39 AM

Our Deepest Sympathy to the family. Tom will be sadly missed. He
was a kind man and a great barber. May God comfort you with His
Love and bring you Peace in knowing Tom is Safely Home in the
Loving Arms of Jesus! Tom’s memory lives on in our hearts.
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Greg Stefan - April 05, 2022 at 09:05 PM

1 file added to the album Tom Stefan

Greg Stefan - April 05, 2022 at 08:58 PM

1 file added to the album Tom Stefan

Greg Stefan - April 05, 2022 at 08:56 PM

1 file added to the album Tom Stefan
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Greg Stefan - April 05, 2022 at 08:46 PM

1 file added to the album Tom Stefan

Greg Stefan - April 05, 2022 at 08:41 PM

1 file added to the album Tom Stefan

Greg Stefan - April 05, 2022 at 08:19 PM

1 file added to the album Tom Stefan
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Greg Stefan - April 05, 2022 at 08:16 PM

1 file added to the album Tom Stefan

Greg Stefan - April 05, 2022 at 08:11 PM

1 file added to the album Tom Stefan

Greg Stefan - April 05, 2022 at 08:09 PM

1 file added to the album Tom Stefan
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Greg Stefan - April 05, 2022 at 08:03 PM

1 file added to the album Tom Stefan

Greg Stefan - April 05, 2022 at 07:59 PM

1 file added to the album Tom Stefan

Greg Stefan - April 05, 2022 at 07:56 PM

1 file added to the album Tom Stefan
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Greg Stefan - April 05, 2022 at 07:52 PM

1 file added to the album Tom Stefan

Greg Stefan - April 05, 2022 at 07:46 PM

1 file added to the album Tom Stefan

Greg Stefan - April 05, 2022 at 07:45 PM

1 file added to the album Tom Stefan
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Greg D Stefan - April 05, 2022 at 07:42 PM

1 file added to the album Tom Stefan Pictures

Gregory David Stefan - April 05, 2022 at 07:40 PM

1 file added to the tribute wall

April 05, 2022 at 07:19 PM

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Thomas Stefan.

April 05, 2022 at 10:53 AM

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Thomas Stefan.

https://www.fergusonfhc.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.fergusonfhc.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.fergusonfhc.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.fergusonfhc.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser




April 04, 2022 at 07:42 PM

Serene Reflections Bouquet was purchased for
the family of Thomas Stefan.

https://www.fergusonfhc.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2997&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.fergusonfhc.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2997&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

